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INTRODUCTION

Good Afternoon, Honorable Chairman Sinrud, Vicc¥Chairs
Franklin and Taylor,and Membcrs of the Commitfee. My name is
Bruce Sunchild, Sf., and I héd served as the forfher Vi’ce—Chairman
of my Tribe and long time supporter of bringing clean drinking
water to both to ‘bur reservation and to the communities in North
Central Montana. |

The Chlppewa Cree Tribe of the Rocky Boy s Reservatlon
respectfully submits thls testimony is support of‘ House Bill No.
511: “An Act Authonzmg the Issuance of Coal Severance Tax
Bonds for the State Share of Cohstmctidn Expenses of ’Regional
Water Projeéts?Authorizing the Creation of State Debt; and
Providing an Efféétiye DatEE."u The bill is sponSdted by our House
Representative J onamm W‘ihdy Boy and will provide critically
needed construction ﬁmding for the state’s shé}retbf 6ur regional
water projeéﬁs m Montana. |

The cmpe‘wa‘cre’e Tribe in partnership with the North

Central Regional Water Authority is constructing the Rocky
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Boy’s/Nérth Central Montana Regional Water System which was
authorized by Congress in 2002. The regional water project is a
historic endeavor between the Tribe, the State and F ederal
Governments and our most importantly neighboring communities.
We have all come together because of our mutual need for quality
drinking water in du£ respectiﬁe'conﬁnuhities. ‘AWe have stuck
together th:oﬁgh gé)bd and badﬁt’imes and have become ‘good
friends as well as project pm‘}tnck'rs.‘ Over ten yeai"é ago,Awe formed
a joint steeriﬁg committee between the Tribe a‘nﬁ Regidnal Water
Authority and we fneet monthly‘ to jointly cobrdih.ate the direction

of the pro;ect We work very closely with the S,_téitﬂ Departm

Ce egggoq (DNRC) and the State

EQ) as m@%th the

N

Departmcnt of ,Envuonmew uali
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w&wemfARedamanon (BOR) Bureau of lndlan AffauaLBIA) and

R

the Envn*ogm. ental ng;gg\ ction A A%gwe%gﬁcgﬂ(EPA) to help us build a

regional water system to ensure a safe and adequate rural,

municipal and industrial water supply for the residents of the
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reservation and the Noﬁh Central Montana coﬁmunities involved
with the project.

The législation being considered today will provide a means
for the non-tribal parti.cipaﬁts in our regional water project to
acquire construction funding for the State share of our core
pipeline. Whén Congress aUthorized the regionéi'water project in
2002 it requii*ed a cost share between the federal and state
governments for the construction of the core pij;ﬁ)el'vine; This bill
you are considering today is the fuhding v'ehic'lé‘ for the state share
of construction costs. HB.511 reqﬁiréé the pmééedé of the coal
severance tax bonds must be used to finance the étate share of
expenses reléted to the construction, expans‘ii)n; ;>r improvement of
regional water Sy:-*;fem‘s‘. Weﬁrg’e you to approve this bill since it

provides the non-tribal participants in our water proj cCt a viable

oppormnity‘to' a;:quire construction ’ﬁlnding for their share of the
core pipeline.

Since this ﬁroject was authorized in 2002, the Tribe and
Water Authorify have woﬂ{ed closely with DNRC and the Bureau
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of Reclamation irt submitting Federal apptopriation requests
through our eongressional delegation for the planning; design and
construction of the water system. We have been successful in
securing some construction funding through those Federal
appropriations, however the funds are trickling in due to other
priorities in C'onére’s‘s;‘ | The eeﬁipetitic;h for FAe&eiéval aﬁpropriations
to construct regional water projectsmvery yhi'gftiisi(hce all states are
vying for the same pot of ‘money at the Bureau of Reclamation.
With the continued éupport of our communities, the State of
Montana, the Tnbe and the State and F ederal agenc1es involved,
we have broken ground last summer and were successful in
completing the ﬁrst phase of construction at Ttber Dam. Our next
phase is to design and conStruet the water treatment plant located
at Tiber Dam. Access {0 construction ftmding such ae what H.B.
511 contemplatee is eﬁtieal"to our projeet to cemijlement what we
are able to acqulre through our Federal appropnatlons

Mr. Chalrman and Honorable members of this Comm1ttee

we realize and value the opportumty here to receive financial
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assistance from the State with our regional water projécts in
Montana and firmly believe that if we keep working to‘-g’ether as we
have then the common bond that brought us all together, that is, for
clean drinking watér for oﬁf respective cormﬁuﬁiﬁes ih Montana
will become a reality. On behalf of the Chippewa, Cree Tribe of
the Rocky Boy’s fégéﬁatidﬁ, I urge you 0 dﬁﬁrbiié House Bill
511. Talso Wouid like to thank the Honorable Chairman and
members of the Committee for allowing us to testify today in
support of H.B. 511 ﬁnd to petsbnally thank Représeniative Windy
Boy or Jonathan ‘ésv\We know him fot Spoﬁsbfi‘ng the bill. Thank

you.




